God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Two: The Mosaic Age

Lesson Twenty-Two: The Minor Prophets
Texts: Micah 4:2-3; Amos 1:1-2; Zephaniah 3:1-3; Haggai 1:7-9; Zechariah 4:8-9; Hosea 1:2-5; Habakkuk 1:2-4; Jonah 2:1-4; Nahum 1:2-5; Obadiah 1-4; Malachi 1:6-7; Joel 2:28-32  [image: image1.jpg]


      
T
he last section of the Old Testament is a collection of books of prophecy. Properly speaking, all Scripture is prophetic in that it is revealed by the Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1:20-21). However, these books contain revelations given to specific Old Testament prophets. We have already studied the first group of these books, known as “Major Prophets” because of their size. The last group of twelve small books are called “Minor Prophets,” not because they are less significant but because they are smaller.    

We do not know for certain when all of the Minor Prophets were written, but of those with indications of a date, they span from the period before the fall of Israel, to the period after Judah’s return from exile. Some of these men worked at the same time as the writers of the Major Prophets. For example, Micah prophesied when Isaiah did, and records some of the same prophecies.  

Some of these prophets were men of humble means. Amos, a herdsman was called to rebuke the wicked kings of Israel and Judah. Others, like Zephaniah, a member of the royal family, were charged to call their own family to lead in righteousness. Yet not all of the Minor Prophets brought words of rebuke. Prophets like Haggai and Zechariah were sent to encourage the restoration of faithfulness after the exile.

God’s relationship with His people has always been a very personal thing. In Christ, the church is likened to His bride (Eph. 5:23). Before the fall of Israel God called a prophet named Hosea to illustrate by his very life, the nature of His relationship to Israel and the pain her betrayal caused Him. Hosea married a woman named Gomer who was not faithful to him. Even though Hosea was merciful and forgiving, Gomer continued in unfaithfulness—just as Israel continued to be unfaithful to God. This personal relationship with God is also seen in the work of a prophet named Habakkuk who questioned why God allowed hardship on His people, and was reassured that God will judge all people on the earth.  

Not all of the Minor Prophets directed their work towards the Jews only. Jonah was sent to the Assyrian city of Nineveh to preach repentance. In rebellion he ran the other way. When at sea he was swallowed by a great fish and lived inside it three days until he repented. God delivered him from the fish and he preached to Nineveh as he had been told to do. When he did Nineveh repented. Later Nahum was called to declare condemnation on Nineveh when it returned to wickedness. The prophet Obadiah was called to pronounce condemnation on Edom, the wicked nation descended from Esau. God has always demanded obedience from all.


The last of the Minor Prophets, Malachi reveals to us that after the return from exile, the Israelites once more became very unstable in their service to God. Malachi reveals the Lord’s rebuke of the people for their poor worship and their calloused treatment of their own mates. God wants
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
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	Thursday
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	22
	Psalms 66-68
	Psalms 69-71
	Psalms 72-74
	Psalms 75-77
	Psalms 78-80
	Psalms 81-83
	Psalms 84-86


us to give Him our best, in our worship to Him and in our commitment to our families.

   
Many of the Minor Prophets, like Joel would reveal elements of what God had planned beyond the Law of Moses, in the revelation of the coming of Jesus, His new covenant and the establishment of His eternal kingdom—the church. We will study about this in our last lessons on the Old Testament.
Study Questions
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1.  In the parallel prophecies in Isaiah 2:3-4 and Micah 4:2-3 what weapons are mentioned and what are they changed into?
2.  What did Amos do for a living (Amos 7:14)?

3.  The name of Hosea’s son Lo-Ammi, means “not my people.” What is foreshadowed in the prophecy regarding those called “not my people” becoming children of God (Hosea 1:9-10)?
 
4. Fill-in the blanks from God’s answer to Habakkuk: “________ the ________, his soul is not _________ in him; but the ________ shall ________ by _________” (2:4, NKJV).
5.  Why did Jonah run away (Jonah 4:2)?


6.  What did the Edomites in the time of the Israelites calamity (Obad. 12-14)?


7.  How were the Jews dishonoring God in their sacrifices (Malachi 1:6-7)?

8.  What did God tell Malachi that He hates (Malachi 2:16)?



With what does it cover one’s garments?


9.  What does God tell Joel He will “pour out” on all flesh (Joel 2:28-32)?



When did Peter identify this as being fulfilled (Acts 2:14-21)?


Key Passage: 
“O Lord, I have heard your speech and was afraid; O Lord, revive Your work in the midst of the years! In the midst of the years make it known; In wrath remember mercy” (Habakkuk 3:2, NKJV). 
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